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How to do a Survey!

David Kelly

Jennifer Satterthwaite

SC State Historic Preservation Office
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SC Statewide Survey of Historic 

Properties Survey Manual

• PDF file available for download at:
• www.shpo.sc.gov/properties/survey

• Click on the link on the right side of the page

• Questions/comments/issues? Contact:

– David Kelly, Survey Coordinator

– 803-896-6184

– KELLY@scdah.state.sc.us
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Getting Started

Budgeting! Budgeting! Budgeting!

Contact with SHPO Survey Coordinator
• Site Numbers 

• Survey forms/computer database 

• Establish Timeline

• Field guidance

Letter of intent

Contact local law enforcement

Topo Maps/Tax Maps

Camera 

Snacks!
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How to Survey

• Researching Historical Backgrounds

• Reports 

• Field Methodology

– Maps

– Photos

• Filling out cards
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Researching Historical 

Backgrounds

• Find your context!

– Local History room at the library

– Local Historical Society

– City Directories

– County histories/city histories

– SCDAH survey files

– ArchSite (http://www.cas.sc.edu/sciaa/)
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• Find historic maps

– Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Maps

– Mills Atlas

– Old County maps

– City incorporation maps

– Plats/Deeds/Land Records

– Tax Assessor Files

Researching 

Historical 

Backgrounds
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• Look at historic photos

– Newspapers

– Old postcards

– “Arcadia books”

– Historical Society/local history museum

– City Hall

Researching Historical 

Backgrounds
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• Collect oral histories

– Residents of surveyed properties

– Local historians

– “man on the street”

– Public meetings

Researching Historical 

Backgrounds



12

Survey Report

• 106 v. Grant Funded

• What goes in?

• Include Appendix items

– Database

– Bibliography

– Maps/photos/research

• Coordination with SHPO (Draft & Final)

– Draft Report Review 

– Eligibility Decisions
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• Where do you start?

• Big Ben, Parliament….

• The buddy system

• Safety, Safety, Safety!

Field Methodology
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• Say Cheese!

Field Methodology
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• Get the whole 

façade!
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• Oblique shows 
more of the 
building’s 
character…
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Get the significant details!!
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• Extra buildings need extra photos & cards!
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Field Methodology

• Cards

• Choosing form (Recon v. Intensive)
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Survey Exercise

Ready…..set…..survey!
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45 Jones Street45 Jones Street

Serenity, SCSerenity, SC
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1205 Main Street1205 Main Street

SegerSeger, SC, SC
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188 Liberty Street, 188 Liberty Street, 

StromboneStrombone, SC, SC
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